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Ms. Carla J. Mendoza
English Department Chair
Westview High School
3921 Oakridge Boulevard
Denver, CO 80207
carla.mendoza@westviewhs.edu
(303) 555-6047
July 16, 2025
Scholarship Committee
Aurora Scholars Foundation
1850 Grant Street, Suite 210
Denver, CO 80203
Dear Members of the Scholarship Committee,
It is with great enthusiasm that I write to endorse Lucas E. Ramirez for the Aurora Scholars Foundation Merit Award. As Lucas’s English teacher and advisor to the Westview Debate Team over the past two years, I have witnessed firsthand his exceptional academic performance, leadership, and unwavering commitment to personal and community growth.
Lucas is an outstanding student who consistently ranks among the top 5% of his graduating class. He brings a passion for learning and a remarkable work ethic to everything he does. His writing is eloquent, insightful, and deeply thoughtful—his literary analysis essays often read more like collegiate-level discourse than high school assignments. Most recently, his research paper on the influence of political rhetoric on youth civic engagement was selected for publication in the Colorado High School Journal of Social Inquiry.
Beyond the classroom, Lucas is a dedicated leader and changemaker. As captain of the Debate Team, he led our school to two state championships and mentored younger members with patience and enthusiasm. He is also the founder of “Voices for Change,” a student-led initiative that promotes equity and inclusion through open dialogue and peer education workshops.
Lucas’s resilience, compassion, and drive make him an ideal candidate for this prestigious scholarship. He is the kind of student who not only excels individually but lifts others up along the way. I am confident that he will make the most of every opportunity this scholarship affords and continue to achieve excellence in his future academic and professional pursuits.
Please feel free to contact me if you need further information. I give Lucas my highest recommendation without reservation.
Sincerely,
Ms. Carla J. Mendoza
English Department Chair
Westview High School
carla.mendoza@westviewhs.edu
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